
  

        

       

  

                

               



President's Report  

 

By Constanin Mukendi 

Success attracts success, and our successes in this period have been beyond our 

expectation.  

  

I am pleased to present my President's report to the 2018 AGM covering our 

achievements in the year 2017-2018. Auscongo Network has completed another year 

of good work and achievements.  

  

We have launched new projects including chicken vaccination to reduce mortality 

rates, computer literacy projects here in Australia and DRC, held some successful 

fundraising events to support our work and are looking forward to new projects in 

2019 focusing on agriculture and keeping girls in school.  

  

It has been a wonderful year and we are so thankful to all of our supporters, partners 

and volunteers for helping us work towards our goal of alleviating poverty in the DRC. 

Project Highlights 2017 - 2018 

1. Chicken Vaccination Project (DRC)  

We launched this in 2018 with partners Kyeema Foundation and PiCCA. The project 

aims to establish a program of improved health production and vaccination of village 

poultry. We have vaccinated 3,000 chickens in 10 villages so far. So far, we have 

successfully trained four village vaccinators and three supervisors for our first 

campaign which started in August 2018 and will finish September 2019.  

  

The next campaign is scheduled for December 2019 with more villages interested in 

joining with an estimated 6,000 chickens to be vaccinated. We are so encouraged and 

proud of this project because of its sustainability in reducing poverty. It aligns with our 

Asset-Based Community Development Model as it will be run by the people for the 

people, which meets our organisational goals. What an achievement!  



  

2. Digital Literacy Project (Aus)  

We secured two grants of $1,500 and $2,000 from Good Things Foundation to run the 

Be Connected project at the MDA Centre in Redbank Plains. This is aimed at senior 

Congolese Australians and teaches them digital literacy skills.  

  

We ran a successful launch night which gained substantial interest from the 

community, and are now rolling out regular monthly digital literacy workshops to 

continue engaging with the community and teaching them new skills. This program will 

help us engage not only with the Congolese community but the entire Australian 

community. I am proud that even Australian people are registering for this program.  

  

3. Computer Literacy Project (DRC)  

We have sent 12 computers to DRC and have already started a computer literacy 

program where Congolese members can start to gain computer skills to increase their 

ability to study and gain employment.  

  

We are currently seeking ways to build upon this project by getting access to the 

internet. One way we are looking at doing this is partnering with Teacher in a Box, 

which provides comprehensive access to a range of resources in an offline library 

without the need to connect to the internet. We are currently waiting for the program 

to be translated into French so we can use this in DRC however when this is achieved it 

will be a great starting point to teach internet searching in an offline format. We are 

also in the process of working on an internet project proposal which we aim to submit 

in 2019.   

  

  

Project Highlights 2017 - 2018 

4. Agriculture & Keep Girls in School Project (DRC)  

World Relief Australia (WRA) helped receive all the donations (see financial report) and has 

received a donor who is funding our Agriculture and Keeping Girls in School projects in 

Mbuji-Mayi with US$8,000.00. We are in the process of designing this project to receive 

the funding with the goal to implement in 2019.  

  

The project has two goals, firstly train locals in farming practices and give them resources 

to start farming so they can earn an income and secondly to support the girls who are not 

able to attend school due to various reasons linked to war, poverty and political conflicts. 

We will run this project in the same villages where we are running the Chicken Vaccination 

project. I am delighted and proud that the chiefs of the villages and all the villagers, moved 

by the chicken project, are already organised, enthusiastic and happy to support this 



project. Again, if successful, this project is going to help us meet our goals and objectives. 

What an achievement!  

  

5. Buddy2buddy Solar Project (Rotary Club - Aus)  

Three schools including Ipswich Grammar School, Staines Memorial College and Brigidine 

Colleges have already started working on this project, whereby school students in Australia 

create solar lights which are then to be sent to DRC to be used by families overseas. This 

will be helpful for school children to do homework after school with a reliable and safe 

light source, and helpful for the families. Currently, kerosene lamps are still a key source of 

light which can be dangerous. This is a better and more long term solution for lighting 

homes.  

  

This project is supported by the Rotary Club of Greater Springfield, and next year we hope 

to deliver this project in DRC. This project, together with Teacher in a Box, will give us the 

opportunity to work in partnership with Rotary Club International as three rotary clubs will 

be involved.   

  

6. Challenge Employment Services & Training  

We received two paid workers this year, Ms Neha and Ms Julyati for 16 weeks in our office. 

Thanks to them, we achieved a lot for our organisation including grant applications, 

fundraising and administration. We hope that Challenge Employment will place more 

trainees in our organisation in 2019.  

Fundraising Highlights 2017 - 2018 

1. Charity Status  

In 2018, we obtained our charity status after a long process which began in 2010 with 

one of our first members, Ms Sarah Wheatly from Minster Ellison Chamber. We have 

since worked with our parnter World Relief Australia as our agent for fundraising and 

delivering projects in DRC. We are proud to announce that we are now authorised to 

raise our own funds in Australia. This will help us to increase our fundraising activities 

here in Australia to continue to support the work we do overseas.  

  

2.Christmas Gift Wrapping Fundraiser  

We raised almost $2,400 in our annual Christmas Gift Wrapping fundraiser, including 

$800 donated by Ipswich Councillors. What an incredible effort! I thank our volunteers 

Ms Memory and her friends as well as my granddaughters and their friends for 

volunteering throughout the week. Also a special thank you to the Ipswich Councillors 

who donated us $800 to purchase equipment.  

  

3. Garage Sales  

We held three garage sales during the year, raising almost $1,000 in total.  



  

4. Grill'd Local Matters  

We won the Local Matters fundraiser held at Grill'd Browns Plains and were awarded 

$300. Thank you so much for your generosity!  

  

5. Online fundraising  

We have opened a new online fundraising portal through Give Now where we can 

collect our own funds now that we have charity status. We have also created a Paypal 

account to facilitate online donations and created an account with "raisely fundraising 

platform" to raise funds online for our Public Insurance in order to continue working 

with volunteers this year 2018-19.  

  

  

Future Directions 

We are very grateful to Mr Jean Calvin Tshibwabwa, the National Director in Congo, 

who continues working with limited resources. He is very committed to helping 

support our communities in DRC and we are so grateful beyond words for his 

incredible and life-changing work.  

  

From 2019, our focus will be on these key areas:  

+ economic development / job creation  

+ education  

+ health  

+ financial sustainability for ACN  

  

With a clear focus and increasing support from key partners, we are excited for what 

the future holds.  

  

One of the areas we are most excited about is our upcoming Agriculture and Keep Girls 

In School projects funded through World Relief Australia. In addition, we will be 

launching the next phase of our Chicken Vaccination Project and continuing to run 

digital/computer literacy programs both here in Australia and the DRC.  

  

We are optimistic and excited about the year ahead and look forward to seeing 2019 

continue the upward trend of success in ACN.  

  

Thank you all.  



B.C. Mukendi  

President 
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